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CLINICS. 


CLINICAL LECTURES. 


Clinical Lecture on Cases of Exostosis 
upon the first Rib. Delivered at the Mid- 
dlesex Hospital. By Joun W. Huxez, 
F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Hospital. 

There are, gentlemen, now in the hos- 
pital two cases of a rather rare disease— 
exostosis upon the first rib ; one under my 
care in Regent ward, the other under the 
care of Dr. Thompson, who kindly allows 
me to refer to it. I shall also read to 
you notes of a third case under my care 
in 1878. 

Case 1.—A plump and well-grown girl, 
aged fifteen, with auburn hair, and a re- 
markably demure, placid expression of 





features, living at home, was admitted on 
October 24, complaining of weakness and 
painfulness of the left arm, increased by 
exertion, and attributed by her to a knob 
in the root of the neck at the left side. 
This seemed to be about as large as a 
walnut. It was deeply placed behind the 
inner half of the collar-bone, which over- 
lapped and partially hid it. It was 
quite fixed, not following the movements 
of the collar-bone, nor swayed during 
extreme bending of the neck. Its bony 
attachment was beyond doubt the outer 
surface of the first rib. The subclavian 
artery, lifted by it out of its usual posi- 
tion, crossed the front of the knob below 
its summit; the pulsations of the vessel 
were visible, and very slight pressure 
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upon it backwards against the knob suf- 
ficed to stop the wrist-pulse. A couple 
of cords, which, from their direction and 
figure, as also from the pain produced by 
pressure upon them, were obviously part 
of the brachial plexus, crossed the sum- 
mit of the knob from above downwards 
and outwards. Crossing these cords and 
the top of the knob from before back- 
wards as if coming from the third part of 
the subclavian artery, was a smaller pul- 
sating vessel, presumably the arteria 
transversalis colli. The inner part of the 
knob was crossed from above downwards 
ard forwards by a muscular band—the 
outer border of the musculus scalenus an- 
ticus— which hid its innermost limit, 
whilst its outer border reached nearly to 
the anterior margin of the musculus tra- 
pezius. These were the objective symp- 
toms. The subjective were alleged 
numbness and painfulness, chiefly in the 
outer and back parts of the shoulder, arm, 
and forearm, in the distribution of the 
circumflex and external cutaneous 
branches of the musculo-spiral nerve. 
The pain was not constant; its intensity 
varied. The tactile sensitiveness of these 


parts was not found to be less than that 
of the corresponding parts of the right 


limb. She had, she said, a want of 
power in the left limb, but its strength, 
roughly tested by bidding her squeeze 
both my hands with her own, showed no 
diminution, and careful comparative 
measurements of the arms did not show 
any wasting of the left, the muscles of 
which certainly felt as firm as those of 
the rightarm. Sphygmographic tracings 
of the two wrist-pulses did not show any 
difference of the left. She slept well and 
ate well, and her general appearance and 
manner were not those of a person in 
constant pain. 

The painfulness of the arm began, she 
said, about eighteen months before, and 
some four months later she first dis- 
covered the knob in her neck. It was 
then as large, she thought, as at the date 
of her admission into the hospital. 

The extreme hardness, the fixity, the 
nodular figure, the definite outline, the 
slow growth of the knob, and the age of 
the patient, concurred to place its nature 
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beyond dispute ; it was obviously an ezos. 
tosis, and it sprang from the first rib. 

The next case is so similar that I will 
read it before commenting upon the 
first: — 

Case 2.—A well-grown, rather thin, but 
healthy-looking blonde, aged twenty, was 
admitted into Regent ward, March 6, 
1873, with a knob in the right side of the 
root of the neck, rising visibly above the 
middle third of the collar-bone. Its hard- 
ness was that of bone. It was fixed to 
the first rib. The subclavian artery 
crossed the front of the kuob just below 
its summit, lying almost subcutaneously 
on it, so that its pulsations were very 
apparent. The right radial pulse was 
smaller and weaker than the left. Be- 
hind the artery, rounded cords crossed 
the summit of the knob in a downward 
and outward course; their form and the 
tenderness felt when pressure was made 
upon them proved them to be part of the 
brachial plexus. The front border of the 
musculus trapezius overlapped and con- 
cealed the outer border of, the knob, and 
the highest part of the knob was crossed 
from before backwards by an artery 
much smaller than the subclavian, from 
which it seemed to spring—probably the 
arteria transversalis colli. The outline 
and figure of the knob were even, smooth, 
nodular, and very definite. 

She had, she said, first become aware 
of the existence of the knob two years 
before, happening to feel it whilst wash- 
ing herself; her attention was not drawn 
to it by any pain or discomfort. About 
five months ago her arm was accidentally 
twisted backwards behind her with some 
force. From that time she had been 
liable to twinging pain in the right side 
of the chest and shoulder, and her im- 
pression was that since this accident the 
knob had grown a little larger. 

This case had been mistaken upon 8 
superficial examination for an aneurism 
of the subclavian artery. 

Case 8.—The general features of the 
exostosis in Dr. Thompson’s patient are 
so similar that a detailed description is 
scarcely necessary. She too is a girl, 
nineteen years old, with a pale complex- 
ion, and rather worn face. She is under 
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treatment for a gastric ulcer. The exos- 
tosis is on the leftside. It springs from 
the outer surface of the first rib; its 
lower part is hidden by the collar-bone, 
and the musculus scalenus anticus and 
musculus trapezius overlap respectively 
its anterior and posterior borders. The 
brachial artery lies upon its front, lifted 
well above the collar-bone, and its sum- 
mit is crossed by cords of the brachial 
plexus. She complains of weakness and 
painfulness of the limb; the latter she 
generally, but not constantly, refers to the 
distribution of the circumflex and mus- 
culo-spiral nerves. 

Probably the first thing, gentlemen, 
that will have struck you on hearing these 
cases is that the patients are all three 
women. Two others which I have seen 
were also women; and Mr. Hilton and 
Sir William Fergusson, who have each 
seen some three or four cases, have ver- 
bally informed me that these, too, were all 
of the female sex. No example of exos- 


tosis of the first rib in the male sex has 
yet come untler my observation; but it 
may well be that with larger numbers 


this preponderance of women may cease. 
I have not seen any statistics of exostosis 
upon the long bones of the limbs bearing 
upon the liability of the two sexes; but 
the impression I have formed from my 
own experience is that here the liability 
is pretty evenly shared by both. Another 
peculiarity is that in all these cases the 
exostosis was single, whereas in the limbs 
exostoses are so often multiple. Mr. 
Clarke had, some time ago, in Bird ward, 
& young girl about twelve years old, with 
some half-dozen exostoses on her legs and 
arms; and similar examples of this multi- 
plicity are by no means uncommon. 

With respect to their etiology, all we 
can say is (and this guardedly) that sex 
seems a favouring condition, as youthful- 
ness is certainly, for this exostosis as for 
those upon the limb-bones. The three 
patients whose cases I have described 
were respectively fifteen, twenty, and 
nineteen years old, and the exostosis was 
known to have existed one and a half, 
two, and three years respectively when 
the patients first came under observation. 
These patients were not the subjects of 





any particular diathesis; they seemed, 
excepting the third, to be in perfect health. 
The third patient’s heaith is not good; 
her impaired general nutrition is pro- 
bably attributable to the stomach ulcer. 
With regard to the occurrence, of any 
local exciting cause—e. g., a mechanical 
injury—the part of the rib from which 
the exostosis springs is so protected by 
the collar-bone that no blow can reach it. 
The last patient attributed the knob to 
injuries received by being thrown down 
and trampled on by a mob on the Thanks- 
giving Day for the Prince of Wales’s re- 
covery, but on questioning her it was 
elicited that the only part of her chest 
which felt sore from these bruises was the 
‘+ pit of the stomach,” and no bruise was 
visible here or elsewhere, so that I think 
the idea of an injury to the rib from this 
accident cannot be seriously entertained. 
I am not aware of any published descrip- 
tions of exostosis on the first rib or of 
operations for their removal, in the ab- 
sence of which the exact point from which 
these exostoses usually spring is unknown 
to me, but it cannot be far from the 
tubercle at the insertion of the scalenus 
anticus muscle, and in this respect the 
costal exostosis resembles the common 
exostosis at the lower end of the inner 
femoral condyle, which is usually rooted 
in the neighbourhood of the insertion of 
the long tendon of the adductor magnus 
muscle. This similarity suggests that 
under some circumstances, yet unknown 
to us, excessive tensions of the bone and 
periosteum by inserted muscles may pro- 
voke a bony outgrowth in these situations. 
The formation of bony rays in the fibrous 
attachments of the adductor muscles to 
the pelvis, which has been often observed 
in men who pass much of their lives in 
the saddle, lends support to this supposi- 
tion. It must not be overlooked that, as 
regards the femur, the epiphysial plate of 
cartilage lies in the level of the root of the 
exostosis, and is still unossified at the 
age when these exostoses occur. 

As regards treatment, it will generally 
be prudent to advise palliative measures 
only—as a sling, to take off the drag of 
the limb, and the avoidance of all unne- 
cessary efforts. Bearing in mind the im- 
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portant structures in close relation to the 
exostosis—the subclavian artery, brachial 
cords, and the pleura (which, as you are 
all aware, rises above the level of the 
rib)—I have not, in any of the cases I 
have yet seen, felt justified in recom- 
mending excision; for I think that no- 
thing short of very decided pain and dis- 
ability of limb would warrant the patient 
in exposing her life to the not inconside- 
rable risks which even the best conceived 
and best executed operation must entail. 
In the case in Regent ward in March, 
1878, the question of an operation was 
not seriously discussed, because the 
woman entered the hospital with a fixed 
determination not to be cut. In our first 
case the girl’s statement of her pains and 
numbness, and of the disability of the 
limb, are, I am disposed to think, some- 
what overdrawn; but as her assertions 
are very positive and unvarying, I have 
placed her position fairly before her and 
her mother, telling her that whilst I 
could not propose the removal of the 
knob, I would not decline if they desired 
me to undertake it. They have, as I 


think wisely, decided to defer an opera- 


tion for the present. Were an operation 
undertaken, I should fear to use a 
bone-forceps or chisel, knowing the text- 
ural change which the parent bone often 
has undergone about the root of an exos- 
tosis, weakening it, and having in mind 
the comparative thinness of such a bone 
as a rib—although the first rib, especially 
its inner border, is comparatively strong. 
I should fear that the jarring, which is 
unavoidable in using these instruments, 
might splinter the rib and leave a rough 
surface, for smooth cutting with the 
chisel requires the tissue to offer a certain 
resistance, to be kept perfectly steady, 
and to have enough bulk to absorb the 
most of the momentum of the blow. The 
division of the neck of the exostosis with 
these implements must also necessarily 
be made from without inwards, by which 
direction the risk of injury of the pleura 
would be greater. My idea would be to 
expose the surface of the knob where it 
is uncovered by the large artery and 
nerve-cords, to divide the capsule of con- 
densed cellular tissue which usually 
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sheathes such tumours, and to push back 
with a blunt raspatory this, and with it all 
structures in juxtaposition with the knob, 
until its neck was so far exposed thata 
fine chain-saw could be looped round it, 
with which it could be cut through from 
within outwards, leaving a perfectly 
smooth bony surface without any asperi- 
ties which would damage the artery and 
nerves, and without any dangerous jar- 
ring. I am, however, bound to tell you 
that, being ignorant, as we necessarily 
are, of the size and extent of the attach- 
ment of the exostosis—whether it reached 
far inwards round the inner border of the 
rib—the practicability of thus sawing it 
off, and indeed of removing it in any way, 
could only be ascertained in the course of 
the operation. —Med. Times and Gaz., Feb, 
24, 1877. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Notes of Practice at the St. Bartholo- 
mew’'s Hospital. 

Intestinal Obstruction. —A_ bricklayer, 
aged 29, had been healthy till his present 
illness, which commenced three weeks 
previously to admission with severe con- 
stipation and vomiting of food. He had 
taken several doses of castor oil and dras- 
tic purgatives before coming to the hos- 
pital; the bowels were, however, very 
slightly moved thereby. A very small 
amount of feculent matter was passed, 
but ‘‘much blood and slime.”” The vom- 
iting was attended by great abdominal 
pain, and became bilious, but unattended 
with feculent matter. He had been able 
to take but very little nourishment, was 
somewhat emaciated, and greatly pros- 
trated. On admission, the abdomen was 
distended and painful; the central por- 
tion hard and prominent; the flanks hol- 
low and tympuanitic, indicating an empty 
condition of the colon and a loaded state 
of the small intestines, probably depend- 
ing upon obstruction near the ileo-cacal 
valve. The glands in the axille and 
groins were enlarged. There was some 
loss of flesh; and his general appearance 
suggested the presence of abdominal can- 
ceras not improbable. Temperature 98.4 
deg. There was no history or any like- 
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lihood of lead-poisoning. He was ordered 
a hot bath and subcutaneous injections of 
morphia. In a few hours the vomiting 
ceased; he began to pass copious loose 
motions, and within two days was free of 
all pain and abdominal tenderness, and 
the tongue cleaned spontaneously. No 
purgative or other medicine was given. 
Dr. Southey then narrated the case of 
a young woman who had been attacked 
three days before, on board ship, with 
great abdominal pain, complete obstruc- 
tion of the bowels, and vomiting becoming 
fecal. She had been treated by the ship’s 
captain with ten grains of calomel and 
one scruple of jalap powder every two 
hours. This occurred during a menstrual 
period, and suggested possible obstruc- 
tion from pelvic hematocele; examina- 
tion, however, did not confirm this idea. 
She was evidently very ill. The rectum 
was emptied by enemata; no obstruction 
could be felt by the finger; the loins were 
hollow and resonant, and the hypogas- 
triam hard, indicating an empty colon 
and loaded small intestines. The long 


tube was then passed, but was soon 
arrested hy an obstruction (very probably 
the promontory of the sacrum); only a 


little fluid could be injected, and that 
caused great pain. It was proposed to 
the patient to administer chloroform be- 
fore procesding further, but she declined 
it. The question of abdominal section 
was proposed, but it was decided to try 
the following plan first. The patient was 
placed in the genu-pectoral position, the 
tube again inserted, and the anus held 
closely around it. A siphon bottle of 
soda-water was then connected with the 
tube, the bottle being placed in hot water 
to increase the elasticity of the gas con- 
tained in it. On opening the valve of the 
bottle, and allowing the gas and water to 
ascend into the rectum, enormous abdom- 
inal distension and severe pain resulted. 
Two siphons of soda-water were thus 
used. The patient then felt ‘‘ something 
give way or burst,” and copious action of 
the bowels followed. Probably some band 
of adhesion gave way, or a twisted por- 
tion of intestine was unfolded. In two 
days the patient was well enough to un- 
dertake a journey. No medicine was 
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used, except subcutaneous injections of 
morphia. The plan was recommended 
two years ago in one of the French re- 
views, and it seemed preferable to the 
simple injection of fluid, the elastic gas 
forcing its way more easily than fluid 
would do. 

Rheumatic Fever.—Dr. Southey fre- 
quently uses salicylic acid after the first 
week of the fever, giving ten-grain doses, 
dissolved in liquor ammonie acetatis 
every two hours, to twelve doses, and then 
every four hours, or according to the 
symptomatic indications, but producing 
slight physiological effects, as noises in 
the head, etc. Dr. Southey is of opinion 
that this mode of treatment reduces the 
temperature, lessens arthritis, and ren- 
ders the patient less sensitive to the pain; 
not, however, preventing endocarditis or 
other complications. In pericarditis, it 
was pointed out that an amount of effu- 
sion, not causing perceptible increase of 
precordial dulness, may almost always be 
detected by an increase in the rapidity of 
respiration. 

Intracranial Syphilis.—A man, aged 37, 
complained of severe and continuous pain 
in the head. He was in hospital last 
January with weakness of the left arm, 
leg, and of the facial muscles, and paraly- 
sis of the external rectus of the right eye. 
Syphilis being suspected, iodide of potas- 
sium was given in large doses, with the 
result of apparent cure. He has returned 
with great weakness of both legs, so that 
‘“‘his body seems too heavy for him.” 
In going up stairs, there is great diffi- 
culty, and he complains of pain in his 
legs. The tibis are somewhat tender, 
and the muscles rather wasted. He also 
complains of constant pain in the left side 
of his head, worse at night or on any 
movement. The power of taste is lost 
(glosso-pharyngeal nerve), but the per- 
ception of bitters and acids is retained 
(gustatory). Pus is seen coming from 
above the palate, probably from the pos- 
terior portion of the nasal bones being 
diseased. His nights are restless, and 
digestion is indifferent. He was ordered 
fifteen grains of iodide of potassium three 
times a day, and two drachms of Carlsbad 
salt in hot water every morning. 
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OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT (DR. DUCK- 
WORTH). 


Diabetes Insipidus.—A healthy looking 
man, aged 53, complaining of thirst and 
debility, had been under treatment since 
February; he then weighed twelve stone 
twelve pounds, and was passing eight 
pints and a half of urine, of specific grav- 
ity 1008 (average). He had noticed loss 
of flesh for eighteen months, having lost 
two stone weight by Christmas last, at 
which time thirst became a prominent 
symptom. No determining cause was ap- 
parent; his previous health had been 
good. No lung-change was perceptible. 
He had not been able to discover any 
change in symptoms to be dependent on 
diet, but found that beer made him worse; 
he takes sherry and water. He has been 
continuously treated with extract of va- 
lerian only, in increasing doses of four, 
eight, twelve, and fifteen grains three 
times a day, and is now taking forty-five 
grains daily. At present the amount of 
urine is five pints daily, of specific gravity 
1012; no albumen, no sugar. He weighs 
thirteen stone, and is improved in his 


general health. 

Favus.—This lad had been an in-patient 
for a year or move, and was shown to the 
Clinical Society two years ago (see James 


Bryan (Transactions). At that time he 
had the disease in a characteristic form, 
with well-developed ‘‘favus-cups,” the 
marshy smell, etc. The case has im- 
proved, but has not been cured, though 
many plans of treatment have been care- 
fully carried out with frequent epilation. 
He is a strumous lad, small for his age, 
with pale complexion, long eyelashes, 
large coarse teeth; arms, back, and chest 
hairy, a sign of degenerative type. Lately 
the glands of the neck have enlarged, and 
signs of pulmonary phthisis have devel- 
oped. The head is now very impetig- 
inous; it was ordered to be kept clean 
with oily poultices and thorough washing. 
As to diet, milk, bacon, and fatty food 
are recommended; but, unfortunately, 
this is unpalatable to the boy. He was 
ordered cod-liver oil and tonic mixture. 
Double Facial Palsy.—A man, aged 83, 
was completely deaf with both ears; no 
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otorrhcea. There was double facial palsy, 
complete on the left side, less so on the 
right. There were no signs of syphilis, 
but there was necrosis of the lower jaw, 
resulting from an injury four years ago. 
The deafness and facial palsy came on 
last October. The case was transferred 
to the aural surgeon. 

Emphysema and Facial Palsy.—A man, 
aged 50, presented the usual signs of em- 
physema and chronic bronchial catarrh, 
The condition of his face was remarked 
upon, the puffy cushiony state of his 
cheeks, with dilated venules and deeply 
marked labio-nasal furrows. There was 
slight facial palsy of the right side, not 
complained of by the patient, and not 
very apparent till he was made to gria 
and show his teeth, and then close his 
eyes; the thickened indurated condition 
of the face concealed the partial palsy. 
On inquiry, a scar was found behind the 
ear, where a tumour had been removed 
when he was ten years old; doubtless the 
facial nerve had been injured then. 

Varicosities of the Face were pointed out 
as being common in cabmen and others 
much exposed to the weather, also in 
those addicted. to alcohol, or the subject 
of emphysema, or cirrhosis of liver or 
kidneys, and as especially worthy of note 
when occurring at an early age. 

Bronchiectasis and Fetid Bronchitis.—A 
woman, aged 24, complained of dragging 
pain in the left side of the abdomen and 
some cough. It.was noticed that the 
ungual phalanges were markedly bulbous ; 
this suggested some chronic obstruction 
to the circulation within the thorax, such 
as fibroid changes in the lungs, emphy- 
sema, mixture of arterial and venous 
streams in the heart, etc. A similar con- 
dition of ‘*bulbous nose” is not uncom- 
monly seen in such cases. Nothing was 
found wrong in the abdomen, except a 
loaded colon; constipation is often of a 
week’s continuance. The left side of the 
chest was found contracted, with signs of 
fibroid induration, contraction of the lung, 
and bronchiectasis. She had been ill for 
eighteen months with fetid bronchitis and 
slight hemoptysis. Five years ago she 
was laid up with acute chest trouble, and 
the patient has noticed her fingers en- 
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larging since then. Probably there is 
great thickening of the pleura, with ad- 
hesions, the lung being contracted. The 
heart is not displaced. She was ordered 
ten drachms of confection of senna in the 
morning; cod-liver oil, quinine mixture 
with ten minims of glycerine of carbolic 
acid, and to have the chest painted with 
iodine liniment. 

Bromine Acne was produced in a girl, 
aged 18, by using half a drachm of bro- 
mide of ammonium twice a day to check 
her epileptic fits. The following lotion 
almost completely removed them during 
the continuance of the bromide mixture: 
R. Sulphuris precipit. Jiij; spiritis 
camph. 3j; aque calcis ad Ziij. Fiat 
lotio. 

Insomnia, depending upon excessive 
mental activity, as the worry of business 
or other anxiety, may generally be best 
treated by bromide of potassium, taken 
early in the evening, and followed by a 
light supper. This allows the full ab- 


sorption of the drug before the hour of 
rest, and renders its action more certain. 
Dr. Duckworth has tried lupuline exten- 
sively, hut has not found its action as a 
soporific satisfuctory. — British Medical 


Journal, May 19, 1877. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 

American Medical Association. — The 
twenty-eighth annual meeting of this 
Association was held in Chicago, on June 
5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th. About 650 dele- 
gates were present. 

First Day.—The Association was called 
to order by Dr. J. Marion Sims, who in- 
troduced the President elect, Dr. Henry I. 
Bowditch, of Boston. Dr. N.S. Davis, on 
behalf of the medical profession of Chi- 
cago, delivered an address of welcome, 
and Dr. Bowditch then read the annual 
address, which had for its title, The Past, 
the Present, and the Future of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. Bowditch recalled the enthusiasm 
that prevailed at the earlier meetings, at 
which the élite of the profession from all 
quarters of the Union attended and read 
papers or took part in the debates, and 
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contrasted it with the present. He thinks 
we must admit that the meetings, with 
perhaps a few exceptions, rarely are car- 
ried out with the entire co-operation of 
the whole profession, as they were in the 
earlier years of its existence; and he is 
sure that the meetings have lost reputa- 
tion in the Eastern and Middle States, 
and he infers that a similar feeling exists 
elsewhere, because he notices the absence 
of some of the prominent Western and 
Southern men. This result he ascribes 
to the action of various causes; he thinks 
too much was expected of the Association, 
that the meetings were victimized by. in- 
dividuals who were smitten with the cacoe- 
thes scribendi aut loquendi, that the Trans- 
actions have been made bulky by the 
publication of many worthless papers, and 
that the representation in the Association 
is too large. 

As regards the labours of the publica- 
tion committee, Dr. Bowditch suggests, 
that, as in the Smithsonian publications, 
nothing shall be published but that which, 
after having been read, shall have been 
approved by a committee of experts, 
whose names shall be unknown. To ad- 
vance the scientific character of the meet- 
ings, Dr. Bowditch advocated the appoint- 
ment of a standing committee of five to 
procure scientific papers for each annual 
meeting, abstracts of which papers should 
be published some months in advance, so 
that members could come to the meetings 
prepared for abler discussion of the topics 
involved. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Mich., the 
thanks of the Association were tendered 
to the President for his interesting ad- 
dress. 

Dr. Brodie also moved that the recom- 
mendations contained in the address be 
referred to a special committee of seven ; 
carried. Vice-President Pittman, of North 
Carolina, appointed the following commit- 
tee: Drs. William Brodie, of Michigan; 
8. D. Gross, of Philadelphia; Eugene 
Grissom, of North Carolina; J. R. Smith, 
U. 8. A.; J. K. Bartlett, of Wisconsin ; 
J. P. White, of New York; J. M. Toner, 
of the District of Columbia. 5 

Second Day.—Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, 
chairman of the committee appointed to 
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consider the propositions contained in the 
address of the President, made the follow- 
ing report :— 

Your special committee, to whom was 
referred the recommendations in the Pre- 
sident’s annual address, respectfully re- 
port that they have had the same under 
consideration, and recommend as fol- 
lows :— 

1. The Smithsonian plan: It is believed 
that if the officers of the Sections should 
perform their duties promptly under the 
existing regulations there would be no 
necessity for further examination. 

2.. In the matter of a standing commit- 
tee to procure papers on scientific sub- 
jects, it is or should be part of the duty 
of the chairman of the Sections to obtain 
suitable matter for their respective Sec- 
tions, at as early a time after their ap- 
pointment as possible; and it is believed 
this would effect what the President pro- 
poses. 

8. On permanent members and repre- 
sentation, we do not think it best at the 
present time to make or suggest any 
change in the present plan of organiza- 
tion. 

4. On the subject of the union of this 
Association with the Canada Medical As- 
sociation, we consider the same impracti- 
cable, and are of opinion that the present 
system of intercourse between the socie- 
ties by delegates serves to meet the re- 
quirement. 

5. On the question of the Pharmaco- 
peia, we deem it inexpedient at the pre- 
sent time to take any action in the pre- 
mises. 

A motion to adopt this report was laid 
upon the table, upon the statement by the 
President that he wished to make some 
further statements regarding the subjects 
involved. 

Dr. Squibb, of Brooklyn, read an essay 
on the “ Revision of the U. S. Pharma- 
copeia.” His views on the subject have 
been already laid before our readers. 

Dr. P. G. Robinson, of Missouri, deliv- 
ered the Address in Medicine. 

Dr. James P. White, of Buffalo, deliv- 
ered the Address in Obstetrics. 

The Committee on Nominations was 
announced. 
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Third Day.—The Committee on Prize 
Essay reported that but one essay had 
been placed in its possession. in time to 
permit of a reasonable examination, and 
that they do not consider it entitled to the 
prize. Another was received only a few 
days before the opening of the present 
session, and, as they had not been able to 
examine it, they recommend that the 
author be permitted to withdraw it and 
present it at the next meeting. The re- 
port was adopted. 

The Judicial Council reported in regard 
to several cases before them of disputes 
as to representation, recommending in the 
case of the dispute between the Arkansas 
State Medical Society and the Arkansas 
State Medical Association, which was de- 
cided in favour of the former last year, 
that no further action be taken, and that 
the application for the admission of a 
delegate from the latter body be refused. 
They also reported favourably on the ad- 
mission of delegates from the Branch 
County Medical Scciety of Michigan, and 
against the admission of a delegate from 
the Hendricks County Medical Society. 
In the matter of certain charges made by 
Dr. G. E. Frothingham against the Michi- 
gan State Medical Society and against 
Drs. Foster Pratt, of Kalamazoo, and G. 
K. Johnson, of Grand Rapids, the Com- 
mittee reported that the charges had no 
bearing on the professional character of 
the defendants, and should therefore be 
dismissed. All the reports were ac- 
cepted. 

The Committee on Publication presented 
their report. 

The Treasurer reported as follows :— 

Under the positive instruction of the 
Association the prize essay has been pub- 
lished at a cost of some $6000. This un- 
usual outlay, in addition to the annual 
volume of Transactions, leaves the treas- 
ury in an exhausted condition, as it has 
practically given to each member nine 
dollars in value for five dollars received. 
In this his last report, after twenty-two 
years of service, it remains for the Treas- 
urer to thank the Association for its long- 
continued confidence, and to regret that 
in leaving the treasury solvent he cannot 
leave a more abundant surplus. 
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It was stated that the treasury now 
contains a balance of $172.72. 

Dr. Ezra M. Hunt, of New Jersey, de- 
livered the address in State Medicine and 
Public Hygiene. 

Dr. Squibb concluded his remarks on 
the Pharmacopoeia question by stating 
that the Association had three courses 
before it. The whole subject might be 
laid on the table, and this would be most 
acceptable to the speaker, who would 
thus be freed from all further responsi- 
bility in regard to a much-disputed ques- 
tion, the discussion of which had already 
‘developed much personal feeling. In 
the second place, they might prepare a 
plan and offer it to the profession, allow- 
ing it to stand upon its merits. And 
in the third place, they might appoint 
through the Nominating Committee a com- 
mittee of three to prepare a report for 
presentation at the meeting next year. 
He would be glad to listen to discussion, 
and suggested that it be confined to a 
consideration of these three points. He 
moved, therefore, that the whole subject 
be laid upon the table. 

This method of promoting discussions 
(a motion to lay on the table being not 
debatable) did not meet the views of the 
Association, and was withdrawn. 

Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, offered the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, That a committee of five be 
appointed by the President, to whom shall 
be referred the paper of Dr. Squibb, and 
all the papers on the subject of the Phar- 
macopeia, with full authority to examine 
into the whole question as to the propriety 
of this Association being a factor in whole 
or in part in its publication, and report 
at the next annual meeting. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, believed 
that if the Association entered as a factor 
with any other body in the preparation 
of 2 Pharmacopeeia it would have to 
assume whatever of praise or odium 
attached to that work. While yielding 
to none in his respect for the Association, 
he held that they should keep free from 
incurring pecuniary obligations, from pur- 
chasing copyright interests, and con- 

tracting entangling alliances. He be- 
lieved in allowing the convention to do 
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its work, and to send such men to that 
convention as it could depend on. He 
favoured the indefinite postponement of 
the whole matter, and made a motion ac- 
cordingly. 

Dr. Brodie withdrew his resolution. 
The motion of Dr. Davis was put to a vote, 
and carried by a large majority. The an- 
nouncement was greeted with applause. 

Dr. S. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania, 
Chairman of the Committee on Nomina- 
tions, offered a partial report, and asked 
a temporary change in the order for the 
purpose of receiving it. This was granted, 
and the Secretary read out the following 
recommendations :— 

President.—T. G. Richardson, of Louis- 
iana. 

Vice- Presidents. —J. P. White, New 
York ; Moses Gunn, Illinois; G. W. Rus- 
sell, Connecticut; A. Dunlap, Ohio 

Chairman of Section of Medicine, Materia 
Medica, and Physiology.—A. L. Loomis, 
New York. Secretary, J. H. Etheridge, 
Illinois. 

Chairman of Section of Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women and Children.—E. W. 
Jenks, Michigan. Secretary, H. O. Marcy, 
Massachusetts. 

Chairman of Section of Surgery and Ana- 
tomy.—H. H. Smith, Pennsylvania. Sec- 
retary, E. T. Early, Arkansas. 

Chairman of Section of Medical Jurispru- 
dence, Chemistry, and Psychology.—W. 
Kempster, Wisconsin. Secretary, E. A. 
Hildreth, West Virginia. 

Chairman of Section of State Medicine 
and Public Hygiene.—J. L. Cabell, Vir- 
ginia. Secretary, E. J. Marsh, New 
Jersey. 

Next place of meeting, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Time, first Tuesday in June, 1878. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

Fourth Day.—Dr. Lilly, of New Jersey, 
presented a memorial relating to the revi- 
sion of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia, from the 
New Jersey State Medical Society. 

Dr. T. M. Drysdale, of Pennsylvania, 
was appointed a delagate to foreign medi- 
cal societies, and Drs. Clifton E. Wing, of 
Massachusetts, and Wm. Brodie, of Michi- 
gan, to the Canada Medical Association. 

The Committee on Nominations pre- 
sented the following additional report :— 
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Assistant-Secretary.—Dr. E. N. Brush, 
of New York. 

Committee of Arrangement.—Drs. Thos. 
F. Rochester, J. F. Miner, E. R. Barnes, 
C. C. Wyckoff, M. B. Folwell, W. C. 
Phelps, and E. N. Brush, 

Committee of Publication.--Drs. W. B. 
Atkinson, T. M. Drysdale, A. Fricke, S. 
D. Gross, C. Wister, R. J. Dunglison, of 
Pennsylvania, and William Lee, of D. C. 

Treasurer.—Dr. R. J. Dunglison, of 
Penna. ' 

Judicial Council._—Drs. J. K. Bartlett, 
of Wisconsin; F. Staples, of Minnesota; 
E. Grissom, of North Carolina; W. S. 
Robertson, S. Lilly, of New Jersey; W. 
M. McPheeters, of Missouri; and A. T. 
Woodward, of Vermont. 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Drs. E. M. 
Moore, T. Lothrop, W. Miner, H. R. Hop- 
kins, and E. W. Dean, of Buffalo. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. J. W. Singleton, of Ky., offered 
the following resolutions, which were 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That whereas it has come to 
our knowledge that a bill, known as the 
Morrison Bill, for the discontinuance of 
the tariff on quinine, is at this time be- 
fore the Committee of Ways and Means 
in the Congress of the United States; and, 
whereas the welfare of a large portion of 
the people in the Western States and 
Territories is concerned in the issue of 
this bill, as well as any movement which 
will enable them to obtain quinine at a 
less cost than the enormous prices now 
paid by the consumer; and, whereas the 
opposition to this bill set forth by the 
manufacturers and trade does not repre- 
sent the desire of those who are engaged 
in the relief of suffering and want, but 
ignores entirely the necessities of a large 
population, many of whom are engaged 
in cultivating the soil and opening up 
new resources of wealth to the govern- 
ment in malarial districts; and, whereas 
principles of justice and humanity alike 
demand free quinine and an open market 
for the competition of European manufac- 
turers, 

Resolved, That the American Medical 
Association approve of the passage of the 
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‘*Morrison bill,” for the repeal of the 
tariff on quinine, aud respectfully insig, 
that said bill shall become a law. 

On motion of Dr. Henry H. Smith, of 
Penna., it was 

Resolved, That the American Medical 
Association have heard with regret of the 
failing health of its former President, Dr, 
George B. Wood. 

Resolved, That the Association respect. 
fully tender him their sympathy in his 
illness, and desire to record their appre. 
ciation of his life-long efforts to advance 
the highest interests of the Medical Pro. 
fession. i 

On motion of Dr. N. S. Davis, of Ill, 
Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, was 4 
appointed a delegate to the British Medi- 
cal Association. 

On motion of Dr. J. M. Toner, of D.C, 
it was 
Resolved, That Dr. Francis Gurney 
Smith, who retired from the Chairman- 
ship of the Committee of Publication last 
year, on account of ill health, after many 
years’ service therein, is entitled to, and 
is hereby tendered, the sincere thanks of 
this Association, for the admirable and 
satisfactory manner in which he so long 
discharged the arduous and exacting 

duties of the office. 

On motion of Dr. J. F. Hibberd, of Ind., 
it was 

Resolved, That this Association, in view 
of the retirement from the office of Trea- 
surer of the gentleman who, for twenty- 
two years, has discharged the responsible 
and laborious duties of that situation, de- 
sires in this manner to express its high 
appreciation of and full satisfaction with 
the promptness and completeness with 
which Caspar Wister has discharged the 
incumbent obligations of its financial 
agent for so many years, and hereby 
tender to him the sincerest thanks of the 
Association for such long and honourable: 
service. 

After discussion of the recommenda- 
tions contained in the President’s Address, 
it was moved by Dr. J. P. White, of New 
York, and carried, that these recommen: 
dations be referred to a select committee 
of five, of which Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Ill., 
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wd Dr. Henry I. Bowditch, of Mass., 
shall be members, to recommend what 
legislation may be proper. 

Dr. J. J. Woodward, U. S. A., moved 
that, including this meeting and here- 
after, the practice of printing in the 
Transactions of this Association the so- 
called verbatim reports of the debates in 
the Sections be discontinued, and that the 
reports of the Sections be limited to the 
papers presented and recommended by 
the Sections for publication, and such 
minutes a8 may be actually read and 
adopted by each Section during the ses- 
sion of the Association. Adopted. 

Qn motion of Dr. Brodie, of Mich., it 
was unanimously 

Resolved, That the earnest thanks of 
this Association are hereby tendered to 
the Committee of Arrangements, for the 
excellent accommodations furnished at 
this session, and for the valuable order of 
business so carefully prepared for the 
meetings; and also to the citizens of 
Chicago, particularly Messrs. Pullman, 
Wirt-Dexter, Crain, Winston, Peabody, 
Bishop, Drs. R. N. Isham, E. O. F. Roler, 
and W. H. Ross, and their ladies, for 
their magnificent and hospitable enter- 
tainments; also to those railroads which 
have granted commutations to the dele- 
gates, 

Dr. Squibb, of New York, asked per- 
mission to withdraw his paper on the 
Revision of the Pharmacopeeia, as it had 
been read only in part, and he did not 
Wish it to be published unless entire. On 
motion of Dr. Toner, of D C., permission 
was granted. 

Dr. T. G. Richardson, of La., President- 
elect, was introduced by Dr. Bowditch, 
and on assuming the chair, in some well- 
chosen and graceful remarks tendered his 
acknowledgments for the high honour 
conferred upon him by the Association. 

Adjourned. 

Association of American Medical Colleges. 
—The Provisional Association of Ameri- 
can Medical Colleges met in Chicago on 
June 1, and resolved itself into the 
American Medical College Association. 
Twenty-four colleges were represented. 

The following officers were elected: 





President, Dr. J. B. Biddle, of Jefferson 
Med. Coll., Phila.; Vice-President, Dr. 
N.S. Davis, of Chicago Med. Coll.; Sec- 
retary, Dr. Leartus Conner, of Detroit 
Med. Coll. 

American Ophthalmological Society—The 
annual meeting of this Society will be 
held July 26th and 27th, at the Cataract 
House, Niagara Falls. 

American Dermatological Association.— 
The first annual meeting of the American 
Dermatological Association will be held at 
Niagara Falls on the 4th of September. 

The titles of all papers to be read should 
be forwarded to the secretary, Dr. L. 
Duncan Bulkley, not later than one month 
before the first day of the session. ° 

American Gynecological Society.—The 
second annual meeting of this Society 
was held in Boston on May 380th, 31st, 
and June Ist, the president, Dr. Fordyce 
Barker, of New York, in the chair. The 
meeting was eminently successful; it was 
largely attended, and a number of inter- 
esting papers were read. The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Dr. Ed. R. Peaslee, of New 
York; Secretary, Dr. Jas. R. Chadwick, 
of Boston; Treasurer, Dr. Paul F. Mundé, 
of New York. The next meeting will be 
held in Philadelphia in September, 1878. 

Connecticut Medical Society.—The eighty- 
sixth annual meeting of this Society was 
held at Hartford, May 24 and 25; Dr. 
A. W. Barrows, President, in the chair. 
The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, Dr. R. Hub- 
bard, of Bridgeport. Vice-President, Dr. 
C. M. Carleton, of Norwich. Secretary, 
Dr. C. W. Chamberlain, of Hartford. 

Medical Society of New Jersey.—The one 
hundred and eleventh annual meeting of 
this venerable Society was held at Tren- 
ton, May 22 and 23. The President, Dr. 
J. W. Schenck, of Camden, presiding. 
The following officers were selected for 
the ensuing year: President, H. R. Bald- 
win, M.D. Vice-Presidents, Drs. John S. 
Cook, A. W. Rogers, and A. N. Dough- 
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erty. Secretary, Wm. Pierson, Jr. The 
next meeting will be held at Spring Lake. 

Indiana State Medical Society.—The an- 
nual meeting of this Society was held at 
Indianapolis, May 15th. The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year : 
President, Dr. L. D. Waterman, of Marion 
County; Vice-President, Dr. N. P. How- 
ard, of Hancock County; Secretary, Dr. 
G. W. Wollen, of Marion County. 

Illinois State Medical Society.—The 
twenty-seventh annual meeting of this So- 
ciety was held at Chicago on May 15, 16, 
and 17, Dr. T. D, Fitch, of Chicago, Pre- 
sident, in the chair, The following office- 
bearers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Dr. J. L. White, of Blooming- 
ton; Vice-Presidents, Drs, E. P. Cook, of 
Mendota, and B. M. Griffith, of Spring- 
field. The next meeting will be held at 
Springfield, 

Michigan State Medical Society.—The 
eleventh annual meeting of this Society 
was held at Battle Creek, May 9th, Vice- 
President Foster Pratt in the chair. The 
following officers were elected for the en- 
suing year: President, Dr. Foster Pratt ; 
Vice-Presidents, Drs. John B. White, of 
Saginaw; J. A. McGraw, of Detroit; H. 
B. Barnes, of Ionia; J. H. Briggs, of 
Mattewan ; Secretary, Dr. G. E. Ranney, 
of Lansing. The next meeting will be 
held at Lansing. 

State Medical Society of Arkansas.—The 
annual meeting of this Society was held 
on May Ist. The following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: President, 
Dr. A. N. Carrigan, of Hempstead Co. ; 
Vice-Presidents, Dr. Pollard, of Wash- 
ington, A. A. Horner, of Phillips, Drake 
McDowell, of Hot Springs, and J. A. 
Stinson, of Jackson; Secretary, Dr. R. J. 
Jennings, of Little Rock. 

Medical Society of California. —The 
seventh annual meeting of this Society 
was held at San Francisco, on the 18th of 
April, the President, Dr. W. Fitch Cheney, 
in the chair. The following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: President, 





Dr. Washington Ayer, of San Francigg. 
Vice-Presidents, Drs. L. C. Lane, of San 
Francisco, A. W. Saxe, of Santa Clara, 
J. M. Briceland, of Shasta, and Thomy 
Ross, of Tolo; Secretary, Dr. G. G. Tyr. 
rell, of Sacramento. San Francisco wa 
designated as the next’ place of meeting, 


Medical Society of the State of North Caro. 
lina.—The twenty-fourth annual meeting 
of this Society was held at Salem, May 
22d and 23d, Dr. Geo. A. Foote, President, 
in the chair. The following office-bearers 
were elected for the following year: Pre. 
sident, Dr. R. L. Payne, of Lexington, 
Vice-Presidents, Drs. F. M. Rountree, of 
Snow Hill, R. Anderson, of Albemarle, 
8. P. Flowers, of Mount Olive, L. A. Stith, 
of Wilson. Secretary, Dr. L. J. Picot, of 
Murfreesboro’. The next meeting will be 
held at Greensboro’ on the second Tues 
day in May, 1878. 

Medical Society of Georgia.—The annual 
meeting of this body was held at Macon 
on the 18th of April, Dr. L, D. Ford, 
presiding. The following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: President, 
Wm. O. Daniel, M.D., of Twiggs; Vice- 
Presidents, Drs. D. W. Hammond, of 
Macon, and S. B. Hawkins, of Americus; 
Secretary, Dr. J. B. Baird, of Atlanta, 
The next meeting will be held at Atlanta 
on the third Wednesday in April. 

Jefferson College Hospital.—This new 
structure, which is situated on Sansom 
Street, about sixty feet west of the college 
building, was opened for inspection on 
29th of May. The building is bounded on 
three sides by streets and on the fourth 
by 8 private passage-way, and is 107 feet 
square. The hospital proper is five stories 
high, with a capacity for 125 beds, and 
is built in the shape of anL, The an- 
phitheatre occupies the angle, and rises 
to the level of the third story, thus in no 
way obstructing the free access of air and 
light to the wards, which occupy the third 
and fourth floors, and have windows on 
both sides and at the end. 

The amphitheatre is one-story high and 
fitted up with circular benches which are 
so arranged as to afford from all sides a0 
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unobstructed view of the lecturer, and | 
has o seating capacity of 600. Imme- | 
diately over the lecturer’s entrance has | 
peen placed an excellent bust of the late | 


Dr. George McClellan, the founder of the 


Jefferson College, presented by Dr. John 


A. Brinton. 

On the first floor of the hospital build- 
ing proper are the lecturers’ private 
rooms, the general reception room for 
out-patients, rooms for special clinics, 
and the pharmacy. 

On thesecond floor are a receiving ward, 
a ward for septic cases, eye ward, gynx- 
cological ward, and a private operating 
room, with steward’s offices, etc. On the 
third floor are the two male wards each 
15 feet high, the surgical 70 x40, and the 
medical 60 x 33. 

The fourth floor is the counterpart of 
the third, and its wards are intended for 
females. On each of these floors are a 
special diet kitchen, dining-room for con- 
valescents, vapour-bath-room lined with 
glass, ete. Each ward has two open fire- 
places, water-closets, bath-rooms, etc. 
The fifth story contains handsomely fur- 
ished rooms with every convenience for 
private patients. 

The basement contains the kitchen, 
which is connected with the wards by 
dumb-waiters, a steam disinfecting cham- 
ber, mortuary, etc. All soiled clothes 
are conveyed through a galvanized iron 
shute extending from the top of the house 
to the basement. 

The walls are plastered with hard coat- 
ing; the angles are rounded so as not 
to hold dust or dirt; and the floors are 
oiled and waxed. 

The staircase is fire-proof, and is built 
around a well containing the steam ele- 
vator which runs from the basement to 
the top of the building, and is large enough 
tohold a bed. Electric bells and speak- 
ing-tubes connect all parts of the hospi- 
tal, 

The ventilation is threefold: 1st. By 


_ Windows and doors; 2d by open fires; 





steam boilers. The other set of flues 
extends upwards to the loft which is fitted 
up with a ridge, and upward air currents 
are promoted by steam pipes. 

The heating is effected by steam, and 
fresh air is admitted through registers 
placed behind the steam coils. 

The hospital is a handsome brick build- 
ing with Ohio sandstone facings; the in- 
terior is complete in every particular, and 
the arrangements reflect credit upon the 
architect and building committee. We 
have always considered that for success- 
ful medical teaching it is essential to 
have a hospital in connection with the 
college, and we congratulate the Jefferson 
faculty upon the possession of this valua- 
ble addition to their educational resources. 

University of Pennsylvania.—At a meet- 
ing of the Board of Trustees of the Uni- 
versity, held on the 5th of June, two of 
the vacant chairs in the Medical Depart- 
ment were filled as follows: Dr. John 
Ashhurst, Jr., was elected Professor of 
Clinical Surgery, and Dr. Theodore G. 
Wormley, of Columbus, Ohio, Professor 
of Chemistry. The Professorship of 
Physiology was left vacant, and Prof. 
Tyson was appointed to deliverthe course - 
next winter. Prof. Tyson, we are in- 
formed, is not a candidate for the chair. 

Catalogue of the Alumni of the Medical 
Department of the University of ,Pennsyji- 
vania.—The Society of the Alumni have 
authorized the publication of a complete 
catalogue of the graduates of the Medical 
Department of the University. Copies 
may be obtained by inclosing a subscrip- 
tion of one dollar to the Secretary of the 
Society, Dr. Horace Y. Evans, N. E. cor. 
Green and 17th Sts., Philadelphia. 

Dialyzed Iron.—We have received from 
John Wyeth & Brother, the well-known 
pharmaceutists of this city, a sample of 
this new preparation, which is a neutral 
solution of peroxide of iron in the colloid 


8d by double sets of foul air flues arranged | form, obtained by separating by means of 
alternately near the ceiling and floor, one the process of dialysis the hydrochloric 


set communicating downwards with a ven- 
tilating stack 104 feet high where an up- 
ward current is insured by the heat of the 


| acid contained in a soluble oxychloride of 


iron. The dialyzed iron thus obtained is 


| ® concentrated solution of peroxide of 
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iron, of a deep red colour and without 
styptic or other disagreeable taste, and it 
is stated that it neither blackens the teeth 
nor constipates the bowels. It will, no 
doubt, prove to be a very valuable prepa- 
ration of iron. 
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Periosteal Surgery in the United States. 
—In a short editorial with the above 
heading The Lancet (June 2, 1877), says: 
‘*We have been favoured with a look at 
the New Lower Jaw-bone alluded to in 
our report of the Congress of German 
surgeons at Berlin, and which we believe 
to be, if not a unique specimen at any 
rate the first specimen of the sort seen in 
Europe. We allude to it with the more 
pleasure, as the operator, Dr. James R. 
Wood, Emeritus Professor of Surgery in 
the Bellevue Hospital Medical College, is 
entitled to the great praise of having been 
one of the pi 8 of periosteal surgery, 





which constitutes such a creditable and 
instructive chapter in the recent history 
ofsurgery. This particular operation was 
performed more than twenty years ago; 


and the merit of it consists not only in its 
having been then a new kind of operation, 
but in the details of the procedure, which 
had to be thought out for the first time, 
and which have since become recognized 
principles. 

‘It ig a great feat of what we are dis- 
posed to call physiological surgery to take 
away a whole bone, and to do it so care- 
fully and with such preservation of the 
periosteum as to have it entirely repro- 
duced in perfect symmetry and perfectly 
in situ. The new jaw is smaller than the 
original one, but in other respects, in 
form and position, it is a wonderfully 
perfect reproduction. The patient was a 
girl eighteen years of age, working in a 
match factory; hence the phosphorous 
disease of the jaw, leading to necrosis and 
the necessity for removal. The operation 
was done by halves, one-half being left 
for weeks after the removal of the other, 
so as to steady the parts and determine 
the proper position of the new jaw, which 
would otherwise have been dragged down 
by muscles and caused great deformity. 
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The patient perfectly recovered, and lived 
three years after. She then died of brain 
abscess, when the entire skull came into 
the possession of Dr. Wood. Both he and 
other operators have frequently repeated 
these operations with similar success, 
But the patients are mostly alive, and, as 
Langenbeck lately said at Berlin, there is 
not another such specimen in the whole of 
Europe as the one we now notice.” 

Extraction of Foreign Bodies from th 
Gsophagus in Children.—In allusion tog 
case in which there had been some diffi. 
culty in extracting a coin swallowed by 
child, Dr. Thouvenin states that in such 
cases he adopts a very simple measure 
with great It consists in laying 
the child flat on his belly on a table, with 
his head, supported by an assistant, pro- 
jecting beyond it. The finger is then in- 
troduced into the mouth in order to de- 
press the tongue, and the coin slides out 
along the finger of the operator.—JMed, 
Times and Gaz., April 14, 1877, from Bull, 
de Thérap., March 15. 

Subcutaneous Injection of Salicylic Acid 
in Erysipelas.—Prof. FERDINAND PETsR- 
SEN, of Kiel, states, in a postscript to a 
communication of his in the Deutsche 
Medicinische Wochenschrift for January 
18th, 1876, that he has on three occasions 
cut short the progress of erysipelas by in- 
jecting a gramme (about 15 minims)ofs 
concentrated solution salicylic acid under 
the healthy skin surrounding the affected 
part. He has made several such injec- 
tions at the same time in each of the three 
cases. Whether the happy result was 
due to the means employed, he will not 
dogmatically decide. It might be worth 
trying in other cases of erysipelas.— 
Lond. Med. Record, May 15, 1877. 





Oxide of Zine in Obstinate Diarrhea.— 
Dr. Bonamy, of Nantes, relates (Bull. de 
Thérap., March 80) some cases confirma- 
tory of the great and speedy utility of 
oxide of zinc in obstinate diarrhoea that 
has resisted various other remedies. He , 
employs the formula recommended by 
Prof. Gubler, who first used the remedy 
for this purpose, viz., three grammes and 
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a half (fifty-three grains) of the oxide, 
combined with half a gramme (eight 
grains) of bicarbonate of soda, and 
divided into three or four aoses—one to 
be taken every three hours. The addition 
of the soda prevents the production of 
vomiting by the zinc.—Med. Times and 
Gaz, May 5, 1877. 


Death while under Ether at the London 
Hospital —An old man, sixty-nine years 
of age, was admitted into the London 
Hospital on May 12, suffering with ob- 
struction of the bowels. He appeared 
old, even for his age. He was in con- 
siderable pain, which was referred chiefly 
to the right iliac region, and there was 
some tenderness also in the same place, 
as well as over the rest of the abdomen, 
which was distended and tense. It ap- 
peared from the history that the symp- 
toms dated from two days previously; he 
was the subject of hernia, which came 
down from time to time, although he wore 
a truss. Two days before, his hernia 
being down, he reduced it, the reduction 
causing pain. He had been sick pre- 
vious to the reduction, and the vomiting 
and pain prevailed afterwards. The sur- 
geon to the case diagnosed a reduction 
en masse, both from the history and also 
the appearance of a depression in the 
integument over the external ring; and 
it was thought that some portion of an 
old.sac, which was adherent to this in- 
tegument, had been reduced, and was 
dragging upon the integument, and so 
giving rise to the depression or dimpling 
With a view to get the 
hernia down, and to obviate the strug- 
gling which the pain of this process gave 
rise to, ether was administered. Clover’s 
inhaler was used. For about thirty 
seconds he inspired only his expired air; 
he then had, for about a minute, one- 
quarter toa halfether. There was some 
struggling at the commencement, and he 
did not breathe in the ether well. The 
mouthpiece was therefore frequently re- 
moved from his face.. The amount of 
ether was then diminished, and as his 
lips looked blue it was entirely stopped; 
his breathing improved a little, but was 
not quite satisfactory. His pulse grad- 
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ually became weaker, and finally stopped ; 
respiration, however, continuing for thirty 
seconds or more. Sylvester’s method of 
artificial respiration and galvanism were 
resorted to without success. The post- 
mortem examination showed that a large 
coil of small intestine had got caught in a 
figure-of-eight-shaped loop of mesentery 
adherent by both ends to peritoneum 
under the above-mentioned pouch. The 
intestine was very much inflamed, and of 
a deep purple colour. Left ventricle un- 
contracted and flaccid. Lungs: Extreme 
emphysema, and containing little blood. 
Slight bronchitis. It would seem as 
though the man died more of shock than 
of ether. The jury also held this view, 
and returned, ‘Death from natural 
causes.” —MMed. Times and Gaz., May 19, 
1877. 

Professor Lister. —The council of King’s 
College, London, in order to have the 
benefit of Mr. Lister’s teaching, have cre- 
ated a second chair of clinical surgery, 
which has been offered to him, and he has 
accepted. As Mr. Lister’s antiseptic sur- 
gical practice requires that the patients 
so treated shall be kept separate from 
those who are not, the authorities of the 
hospital have placed two wards—one for 
female and one for male patients—at Mr. 
Lister’s disposal. 

It is reported that Mr. P. Heron Wat- 
son is likely to become a candidate for the 
chair of Clinical Surgery in the University 
of Edinburgh, vacated by Mr. Lister. 


The University of London and Medical 
Women.—At a very large meeting of con- 
vocation of the University of London, 
held in May last, it was resolved “That 
this house is of opinion that it is unde- 
sirable for this University to admit women 
to degrees in medicine before it shall have 
considered the advisability of admitting 
women to degrees in all faculties.”' The 
resolution was supported -by Mr. Savory, 
Dr, Barnes, Dr. Quain, Sir William Jen- 
ner, Dr. Wilks, Dr. Wilson Fox, Dr. 
Poore, and others, and no one possessing 
a medical degree appears to have opposed 
it. 
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This work is an important and valuable addition 
to medical literature, It is precise, orderly in me- 
thod, and, moreover, thorough and exhaustive in 
range. There is, too, a freshness and vigor in the 
style which adds greatly to the pleasure derived 
from the perusal of the book. Beyond these indi- 
vidual characters, this work contains many novel 
points in a text-book of medicine, which go far to 
raise it above the general level of such works. Our 
readers will see that this work is, as we stated 
above, a real gain to medical literature. Thoroughly 
scientific in tone, singularly exhaustive of a wide 
subject, and written in a style remarkably free from 
dogmatism, it bids fair to take a high place among 
text-books of medicine for many years to come.— 
Londin Lancet, April 14, 1877. 

Any one who wants a good, clear, condensed 
work upon Practice, quite up with the most re- 
cent views in pathology, will find this a most 
valuable work. The additions made by Dr. 
Hutchinson are appropriate and useful, and so 
well done that we wish there were morevof them. 
—Am. Practitioner, Feb. 1877. 

This portly volume is a marvel of condensa- 
tion. In a style at once clear, interesting, and 
concise, Dr. Bristowe passes in review every 
conceivable subject connected with the practice 
of medicine. Those practitioners who purchase 
few books will find this a most opportune publi- 
cation, because so many topics not usually em- 
braced in a work on practice are adequately han- 
dled. The book is a thoroughly good one, and 
its usefulness to American readers has been in- 
creased by the judicious notes of the Editor.— 
Cincinnati Clinic, Jan. 7, 1877. 

The is undoubtedly the best of the single vol- 
ume text- books on practice of medicine published 
or republished in this country for the past eight 
or ten years. Its shortcomings are few.—Va. 
Med. Monthly, Jan 1877. 

While he has done what he really intended to 
do, viz., presented every subject with all possi- 
ble conciseness and brevity, there is nothing to 
warraht the conclusion that such a result is due 
to any want of that thorough preparation and 
knowledge requisite in a work of greater ampli- 
tude and pretension. Indeed, the experienced 
and candid reader will testify that there are no 
real evidences of the fact that this work is adapt- 
ed only to the wants of junior practitioners and 
students; on thecontrary, while the style is con- 
cise, it is polished, and conveys, as a rule, what 
would be demanded by the most experienced 
practitioners; while the number and variety of 
subjects discussed is really astonishing. It is a 
most excellent volume, and will be fally prized 
by all who possess a copy of it. The American 
editor has really improved the volume by his 
additions to it, and deserves warm commendation 
for his faithful and efficient labors. We have no 
general works on the practice of medicine that, in 
many respects, are so fully up to the results of 
modern researches.—Journ. of Mental and Ner- 
vous Diseases, Jan. 1877. 


The above isan entirely new work on the prac- 
tice of medicine. From the widely known and 
well-earned reputation of the author, this work 
is entitled to the highest consideration. It is 
eminently practical, and contains the most recent 
views on the pathology and treatment of diseased 
conditions. We cannot commend it too highly. 
—Canada Lancet, Jan. 1, 1877. 
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Upon reading it our first emotion was that of sur. 
prise—surprise mingled with pleasure, to perceive 
that, notwithstanding the same work had been done 
by so many, it could od be done so much better, 
In 1056 pages the author has compressed the most 
complete treatise upon the theory and practice of 
medicine we have ever seen. Almost every disease 
known to the profession, including many not found 
in similar works, is treated of. Asa handbook for 
students, therefore, we do not think it has an equal 
in the English language; while older members of 
the profession may consult it with equal pleasure 
and profit. The style is remarkably clear, plain, 
and familiar, and is perfectly comprehensible to the 
least cultivated; while the most highly cultured 
can hardly fail to be pleased at the purity of its 
a and Surgeon, Baltimore, Nov, 


It is impossible to look over its pages without 
being impressed with the amount of information 
which they have been 

of 


made to contain, with no ap- 
Pp at the expense of complete- 
ness, A superficial survey even shows that, as a 
text-book, it is far in advance of those published 
only a few years ago; and a more careful examina- 
tion of some of its sections—such, for example, as 
the one devoted to diseases of the nervous system— 
demonstrates that in provinces which have accom- 
plished the greatest advances of Jate years, the au- 
thor has kept his work quite abreast with the labors 
of the most reliable clinical observers. Features 
quite unusual in a purely medical treatise are in- 
cluded in the shape of excellent chapters on diseases 
of the skin, the affections of the genito-urinary 
organs in females, which can but result in lessening 
the tendency on the part of the general practitioner 
to neglect the important classes of complaints with 
the feeling that, like derangements of the chief or- 
gaus of the special senses, they can better be man- 
aged by specialists—New Remedies, Nov. 1876. 


We recommend highly this book, and feel justified 
in doing so by the thought that, of its class it is the 
best we have yetseen. Thejudicious remarks of the 
American editor add very much to the value ofthe 
work. His jealous guard over American medicine 
is most praiseworthy: in fact, our only complaint is 
that so little of his own well-known style appears.— 
oe Journ. of Great Britain and Ireland, Nov. 





The work under consideration is, in many re- 
spects, a most admirable text-book. There is no 
pretence to encyclopzdic completeness, but what 
the student wants, a short, compendious remem- 
brancer, he will-find in Bristowe’s Practice. We 
regard the work as especially valuable to the 
student who wishes to classify, systematize, and 
remember the points of value made by his teach- 
ers, and to the busy practitioner who would re- 
view his knowledge of affections, and look for 
suggestions in the emergencies which continually 
arise in his daily life. The editor has done his 
work with conscientious care, and the American 
reader will find that the additions to medical sci- 
ence made by his countrymen have not been over- 
looked. Altogether, it.is an excellent work, and 
will doubtless have 4 large sale.—St. Louis Med. 
Record, March, 1877. 

The style is clear, the matterand method good. 
Whoever buys this book gets as complete a repre- 
sentation of modern medicine as has been, and 
probably can be put inside of one thousand pages 
of similar size and type.—Phila. Med. Times, 
Dec. 9, 1876, 


HENRY C. LEA, Philadelphia. 





